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Music at
Cambridge’s Jesus College

LN & Mark Witiams - Mark Williams, Director of Music at the college,
talks to Sooty Asquith

ating back 10 the
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alented sudents in a beautiful and ancient bikding, One of
cts of the job for Mark is seing the
boys arrive at  rehearsal staight from school or & football

the most revarding as
match and watching thei faces light up as he announces that

the fins anthem is by Tall. OF course their fces light up
ven more when they receive their termly pocket money!

one of the smalnanc skl 0 Markvith wrising

when he was asked why he'd joined the choir, *I was really

oy nteresed i he spening money, bt have 1 i |

do quite like singing now!" On recruitment Mak says,

e R Lol me ol
but there’s no relying on that, and o we
1 recruitment and outreach, holding

and visitng local primary schools
(0 the USA, France, Germany and the
years that Mark has been at the college),
concerts with orchestra comes mainly
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Jesus i blessed it o fewer than three organs. The Sution
s installed n 1849 and the case, painted by Pugin,is
beautiful. Tt has recently been resored o s

riginal state by Willam Drake and is a wonderful historic

instrument, used from time o time in repertoire from the
seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centurics. The

Hudleston Organ was bull in 2007 by Orgelbau Kuhn of

Siuerandand s wtumph of modersorgn buiin 1

a third member of the organ fanily
areived: the Rawlinson organ, built by Kenneth Tickell is
hamber organ of just three stops which can be wheeled into
the choir salls o cnable the organ scholars o accompany the
choir ‘at ground. level’. Mark believes this gives them
imvaluable experience and in understanding
ensemble issues, particularly in musi from the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries to which the instrument i best suied.
Furthermore, the college has recendy commissioned and

‘a magificent double harpsichord after Zell
), built by Bruce Kennedy in Tuscany
Mark himself spent a year as Organ Scholar at Truro under
Andrew Neth
having unlimited practice time on the magnificent Father

wingha and Simon Morley. He much enjoyed

yond the many benefis of spending a year

Willisorgan and,
ative or academic

using on his playing without admin
s, also learnt a great deal about working with
Polwhele House, the cathedral's
gan Scholar of Trinity
College Cambridge which, with is choir of male and female
Students trained by Richard Marlow, was a very different kettle
of fish, The choir’s vast and varied repertoie, it exciting
touring and recording schedule, and the peerless Metler
organ made for a highly rewarding three ye
After Cambridge he spent six years at St Paul’s Cathedsil,
combiin is e n the ahedr ith the o pos o Dirco
1. 1t was & demanding but
T ot B
of my time working in that great building and playing that
magnificent organ for national occasions and for daily
services, learning so much from the peerless John Scott and
his distinguished successor, Malcolm Archer;” he commens
He gave up the post in 2006 and for three years pursued &
varied and busy freclance career, ravlling around the world
petforming with orchestras, giving rechal, recording, playing
for film scores, teaching music to opera singers and writing
arra s for pop groups. “That was thrlling” he says,
e i ] i e b mpporkaly o P

some of this freclance work as well as my work with the choirs,
my teaching and my plying.”

Both choirs are in Mark's care at Jesus, which he views
the most challenging and the most rewarding aspect of being
Director of Music here”. The two choirs have developed thei
own characteristic sound and reperioire and he cnjoys the
Bringing the two together for recordings,

concerts,tours and special occasions itk

variety  great de
for a very excitng
und and a special sense of community. There are also tvo
any one time and Jesus boasts a long and
f thes
organiss such as Peter Hurford, Richa
Archer, James O'Donnell, Gerint Bowen
Hartison. The two current incumbents ~ Robert Dixon and
Benjamin Morris ~ are both talented musicians
players. In addition to accomps
directing the choirs, the organ scholars asist i the training of
the choristers, working regularly with the probationers and
o all th
adult members of the choir, including the o
sudents at Cambridge Univensiy studying a wide
cts including Classics, Engincering, Englsh
edicine, Modern Languages and, of course, Music
There s a small number of choir members who are graduates







